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Decision on schools today

Ministry to make announcement if temperatures stay above 39°C

KOTA BARU: The Education
Ministry will announce today
whether schools in certain areas of
the country will be closed due to the
hot weather, even as the haze level
continues to rise in the Klang Valley.

Minister Datuk Seri Mahdzir
Khalid said his ministry was moni-
toring the hot weather situation
and on Saturday, it was found that
Kedah and Perlis recorded temper-
atures as high as 39.2°C.

The ministry will decide whether
schools in certain areas should be
closed if the temperature continues
to rise above 39°C without any sign
of dropping.

Speaking to reporters after
attending a gathering with princi-

pals and headmasters of schools in
Kelantan yesterday, Mahdzir said a
special committee at the ministry
level chaired by Education direc-
tor-general Datuk Seri Dr Khair
Mohamad Yusof would make a
decision on the closure of affected
schools.

He said he had already issued a
directive for all activities outside
the classroom to be stopped due to
the extremely hot weather.

Malaysia is now experiencing hot
and dry weather caused by the El
Nino phenomenon and the Malay-
sian Meteorological Department
has predicted that the situation will
only end in May or June.

Science, Technology and

Innovation Minister Datuk Seri
Madius Tangau said the higher than
usual temperatures were due to El
Nino and not the March Equinox
which occurred yesterday.

Yesterday’s Equinox event oc-
curred when the sun shone directly
over the Equator.

Tangau also attributed the haze
in the Klang Valley to the dry weath-
er, open burning and local bush
fires.

On another matter, concerning a
solution to the issue of married
teachers living away from their
spouses, Mahdzir said the ministry
was resolving this in stages.

He said the issue was resolved for
2,000 teachers last year, and 560

teachers up to this month,

The ministry has received 7,000
applications for transfers from
teachers who wished to stay close to
their spouses, he added.

On the ban on watches being
taken into examintaion halls by
candidates taking the Sijil Tinggi
Persekolahan Malaysia (STPM) 2016
and the Malaysian University
English Test, Mahdzir said he would
seek a report on the matter from
Malaysian Examination Council
chief executive Dr Jamil Adimin,

Yesterday, Dr Jamil was reported
as saying that the prohibition on
wristwatches in examination halls |
was aimed at preventing miscon- |
duct by candidates. — Bernama |
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Much ado over the equinox

By Nurul Huda Jamaluddin *
and Hannah Jonas
mmnews@mmail.com.my

PETALING JAYA — The equinox came
and went without much fanfare yesterday,
with the highest temperatures in Chuping
and Alor Star at 38°C at 3pm.

The heatwave, combined with the
occurrence of the equinox, was expected
to cause the mercury to rise above 39°C
from noon to 3.30pm.

In the Klang Valley, it even poured
heavily for about 20 minutes at about
1.40pm and again in the evening.

Technology and Innovation
minister Datuk Seri Madius Tangau said
in a statement yesterday the hot and

dry weather in Perlis and Kedah were
expected to be felt throughout Peninsular
Malaysia as well as Sabah and in Limbang
and Miri, Sarawak.

Tangau said this was because the El Nino
phenomenon was expected to cause a 20
to 60 per cent reduction in rainfall as well
as an increase of about 0.5 to 2 degrees
Celsius above normal temperatures.

“The public are advised to use water
prudently and cut down on outdoor
activities throughout this period,” he said.

The Health Ministry downplayed the
upshot of the scorching heat in the last
two weeks, saying the heatwave had
not caused any staggering increase of
outpatients in government clinics.

Its director-general, Datuk Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah, said the high
temperatures also had not caused
dehydration cases to be on the rise.

“According to reports from family
medicine specialists (FMS) from all
states, the recent heatwave has not
caused an undue increase of outpatients
in our clinics, nor have there been any
significant increase of patients coming
with signs of dehydration,” he told Malay
Mail yesterday.

He said all paramedics and FMS have
been told to be on the alert.

Dr Noor Hisham said there had been no
new cases reported to the ministry over
the weekend.

There were 17 heat-related illnesses
from March 1 to Friday, including three
heatstroke cases, one of which ended in
a fatality.

Azizan Ayob, 23, a police trainee, had
fainted while undergoing training at
Segamat Police training Centre and died
soon after.

Temperature
forecast today

Kota Baru
Max: 32°C
Kuala Terengganu
Max: 32°C
Kuantan
Max: 33°C
George Town
Max: 34°C
Ipoh
Max: 36°C
Alor Star
Max: 37°C
Chuping
Max: 35°C
Kangar
Max: 34°C
Putrajaya
Max: 34°C
Kuala Lumpur
Max: 35°C
Petaling Jaya
Max: 35°C
Seremban
Max: 34°C
Malacca
Max: 33°C
Johor Baru
Max: 34°C
Kuching
Max: 33°C
Kota Kinabalu
Max: 33°C
Labuan
Max: 33°C
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Decision today
on closure of schools
In hot areas
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Nurul Syafikah Ruslan (left) and Nur Aida Qistina Azmi, both 12, drink water at SK Haji Abu Bakar, Mukim Lepai in Alor Star,
to avoid dehydration. — Picture by Bernama

KOTA BARU — The Education Ministry
will decide today if schools in areas
affected by extreme heat will be closed,
its minister, Datuk Seri Mahdzir Khalid,
said.

He said the ministry was monitoring
the weather, and on Saturday, it was
found that Kedah and Perlis recorded
temperatures as high as 39.2 degrees
Celsius.

“Today (Sunday), we will look at the
temperature situation in Kedah and Perlis,
and tomorrow we will decide whether
schools in certain areas should be closed
if the temperature continugs to rise above
39 degrees Celsius,” he told reporters after
attending a gathering with principals and
headmasters of schools in Kelantan.

Mahdzir said a special committee at
the ministry level chaired by Director-

General of Education Datuk Seri Dr Khair
Mohamad Yusof would make a decision
concerning the closure of schools.

He said his ministry was also gefting
information from time to time on the
hot weather from the Natural Resources
and Environment Ministry, and Science,

Technology and Innovation Ministry.

Mahdzir said he had issued a directive
for all activities outside the classroom to
be stopped.

Malaysia is experiencing hot and
dry weather caused by the El Nino
phenomenon, which the Malaysian
Meteorological Department predicted will
only end in May or June.

In Terengganu, all schools are required
to provide sufficient drinking water to
students.

State Education Department director
Shafruddin Ali Hussain said the school
session that resumed yesterday went on
smoothly.

“The department also recommends that
schools provide students with sponges
and water to wipe the body as athletes
do to prevent dehydration,” he said.
— Bernama
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Sesi persekolahan ditutup jika suhu melebihi 39 darjah Celcius - Mahdzir

Cuaca panas: Kementerian

buat keputusan hariini

Oleh MOHD. HAFIZ ABD. MUTALIB

tLSAN COMUMY

® KOTA BHARU 20 MAC

EMENTERIAN  Pendidikan
Kakan memutuskan sama ada

menutup atau meneruskan
sesi persekolahan di kawasan-ka-
wasan yang mengalami cuaca pa-
nas melampau esok.

Menteri Pendidikan, Datuk Seri
Mahdzir Khalid berkata, sekiranya
kawasan terlibat khususnya di Ke:
dah dan Perlis masih mencatatkan
suhu melebihi 39 darjah Celcius se-
hingga esok, arahan menutup sesi
sekolah akan dikuatkuasakan.

Beliau berkata, pada masa ini
pihaknya bersama Jawatankuasa
Khas memantau dengan terperinci
perkembangan semasa bagi me-
mastikan tiada kejadian tidak di-
ingini berlaku.

“Kita akan lihat laporan dalam
tempoh dua hari ini sehingga esok
mengenai keadaan cuaca dan suhu.
Semalam di kawasan Kedah dan
Perlis mencatat suhu 39.2 darjah
Celcius.

“Selepas esok, kita akan membuat
keputusan (menutup sesi persekola-
han). Kalau suhu masih 39 darjah
Celcius dan tidak nampak tanda-tan-
da penurunan, kita terpaksa menu-
tup sesi persekojahan,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian kepada
pemberita selepas menghadiri Maj-
lis Profesional Pengetua dan Guru
Besar di Dewan Utama, Bahagian
Teknologi Pendidikan (BTG), Peng-
kalan Chepa di sini hari ini.

Yang turut hadir Timbalan Men-
teri Kemajuan Luar Bandar dan
Wilayah, Datuk Ahmad Jazlan
Yaakub; Pengarah Jabatan Pendidi-
kan negeri, Datuk Ab. Aziz Abdullah
dan Ketua UMNO Bahagian Pengka-
lan Chepa, Datuk Zaluzi Sulaiman.

Semalam, Kementerian Sains,
Teknologi dan Inovasi mencadan-
gkan agar sesi persekolahan di Alor
Setar, Kedah dan Chuping di Perlis
ditutup berikutan cuaca panas mel-
ampau.

Menterinya, Datuk Seri Madius
Tangau berkata, kawasan Alor Setar
mencatatkan suhu 39.1 darjah Cel-

MAHDZIR KHALID (tiga dari kanan) bersama Ab. Aziz Abdullah (dua dari kanan) beramah mesra dengan pelajar dalam
Lawatan Kerja ke Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Paniji. Kota Bharu, Kelantan. semalam. - UTUSAN/ROSNI MASRI

Cuaca panas melampau di Alor Setar, Chuping
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KERATAN Mingguan Malaysia semalam.

cius iaitu tertinggi dalam tempoh 12

+ hari berturut-turut manakala Chu-

ping 38.9 darjah Celcius.

Cadangan itu katanya, selaras
dengan Garis Panduan Pelan Tin-
dakan Menangani Gelombang Haba
yang dipersetujui Kabinet iaitu sesi

persekolahan di kawasan yang su
hunya melebihi 37 darjah Celcius
perlu ditangguhkan.

Tambah Mahdzir, pada masa
ini pihaknya telah mengarahkan
semua aktiviti di luar bilik darjah
diberhentikan serta merta sehing-
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galah keadaan cuaca kembali nor-
mal.

“Untuk sementara ini, semua ak-
tiviti di luar bilik darjah diberhenti-
kan atau tidak diadakan, pekeliling
mengenai perkara ini sudah dikelu-
arkan minggu lalu,” katanya.

Sementara itu dalam perkemba-
ngan lain, Mahdzir berkata, pihak-
nya telah menerima sebanydk 7,000
permohonan pertukaran guru ‘duka
lara’ sepanjang tahun lalu dengan
Kelantan dan Kedah mencatatkan
permohonan paling tinggi.

Katanya, daripada jumlah ber-
kenaan, pihaknya sudah melulus-
kan lebih 1,800 pertukaran.

“Berdasarkan rekod, seramai
20,000 guru di seluruh negara yang
berjauhan dengan keluarga, namun
sehingga tahun lalu kami menerima
7,000 permohonan.

“Kementerian tidak melupakan
masalah guru yang berjauhan de-
ngan pasangan masing-masing dan
kita berusaha menangani masalah
berkenaan secara berperingkat,”
katanya.
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Suhu di Perlis cecah 39. 5 darjah Celsius

TUARAN - Cuaca panas melam

akibat fenomena El-Nino beﬂummh
buruk apabila negara turut merasai
tempias bahang Ekuinoks semalam
dengan bacaan suhu di beberapa

lokasi melebihi 37 darjah Celsius.
Menteri Sains, i dan Ino-
vasi Datuk Madius u berkata,

Tanga
berdasarkan bacaan yang direkod-
kan sehingga pukul 4 petang, Chu-
ping di Perlis mencatat bacaan suhu
paling tingg iaitu 395 darjah Celsius
diikuti Alor Setar, Kedah iaitu 39.1
darjah Celsius.

Turut mencatat bacaan suhu yang
tinggi ialah Prai, Pulau Pinang (38
darjah Celsius), Ipoh, Perak (375
darjah Celsius) dan Temerloh, Pa-

KERATAN Kosmo! semalam.

hang (374 darjah Celsius).

“Bacaan suhu ini sudah mengham-
piri 40 darjah Celsius iaitu bacaan
suhu berbahaya dan boleh me-
nyebabkan strok haba,” katanya di
sini semalam.

Ekuinoks merujuk kepada fenoma
kedudukan matahari berada tepat di
atas garisan Khatulistiwa ketika ia
bergerak dari Hemisfera Utara.

Berdasarkan rekod, subu paling
tinggi dalam sejarnh Malaysia ialah

40 darjah Celsius pada tabun 1998
yang dicatatkan di Stesen Meteo-
rologi Chuping.

Sementara ity, di ibu negara, dalam
tinjauan Kosmo! semalam, orang ra-
mai mengakui bahang panas melam-
pau menjejaskan kesihatan mereka.

Sekumpulan pelajar dari  Ma-
nagement Science University (MSU)
berkata, cuaca panas menyebabkan
tign orang rakan mereka mengalami
demam panas selama seminggu.

Noor Aamalina Khalid, 24, yang
mengambil jurusan Pendidikan Awal
Kanak-Kanak di MSU memberitahu,
pada awalnya dia dan rakan-rakan-
nya mengalami sakit tekak yang
teruk sebelum demam.
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Jawatankuasa khas

bincang pelan tindakan
tangani gelombang haba

Kuala Lumpur: Jawatankuasa

akan membincangkan tin-
dakan dan pelan tambahan ber-
hubung isu pengisytiharan Ke-
cemasan Gelombang Haba pada
hari ini.

Menteri Sumber Asli dan Alam
Sekitar, Datuk Seri Wan Junaidi
Tuanku Jaafar, berkata mesyua-
rat Jawatankuasa Khas Bagi Me-
nangani Gelombang Haba itu
akan dipengerusikan Ketua Se-
tiausahanya, Datuk Seri Azizan
Ahmad.

“Kita masih belum merangka
pelan lanjut jika ia diisytiharkan,
namun segala garis panduan
yang ada akan diperhalusi supaya
mudah untuk kita menghadapi
sebarang kemungkinan.

“Pakar daripada semua agensi
yang berada di bawah jawatan-
kuasa ini akan berkumpul untuk
berbincang sebelum keputusan-
nya diusulkan kepada Kabinet
nanti,” katanya ketika dihubungi
BH, semalam.

Bagi tahap amaran pertama ia-
itu suhu melebihi 37 darjah Cel-
sius, Jabatan Meteorologi akan
mengeluarkan amaran gelom-
bang haba dan semua aktiviti pe-
lajar di luar bangunan serta su-
kan akan ditangguhkan, selain
orang ramai, terutama warga tua
dan kanak-kanak mengehadkan
aktiviti luar.

Bagi tahap amaran kedua iaitu
suhu melebihi 37 darjah Celsius
selama lebih 72 jam dan pening-
katan suhu berterusan, tindakan
bagi amaran pertama akan dite-
ruskan, selain menangguhkan se-
si persekolahan serta menyelaras
mesyuarat khas bagi membin-
cangkan tindakan kecemasan un-
tuk menangani cuaca panas me-
lampau berpanjangan.

Wan Junaidi berkata, pihaknya
juga meneruskan pemantauan di
beberapa kawasan yang menca-
pai suhu melampau walaupun
berlaku hujan di beberapa lokasi
di Wilayah Persekutuan, Sabah
dan Sarawak.

“Pemantauan yang dijalankan
sudah masuk hari ketiga dan Ke-
menterian Pendidikan berhak
memutuskan untuk menangguh-
kan sesi persekolahan jika suhu
melelihi 37 darjah Celsius se-
lama lebih 72 jam dan pening-
katan suhu berterusan.

“Bagaimanapun, jika sekolah itu
mempunyai persekitaran yang se-
Jjukdan kipas angin atau pendingin
hawa mencukupi, besar kemung-
kinan tidak perlu
sesi persekolahan,” katanya.

Tak jejas aktiviti
Sementara itu, fenomena El Nino

dan ekuinoks yang ‘bergabung’
melanda negara semalam lang-

Cuaca panas melampau tidak menghalang orang ramai bercuti di Zoo
Negara. Tinjauan menunjukkan orang ramai membawa air, payung
dan kain basah bagi menangani cuaca panas.

[FOTO SURIANTE MOHD HANIE'BH]

sung tidak menjejaskan aktiviti
hujung minggu orang ramai.

Guru, Muhamad Zahiruddin
Abdul Wahab, 29, berkata tugas-
nya mengajar di kelas tuisyen
tetap diteruskan walaupun cuaca
panas membahang.

“Kelas yang saya kendalikan
berjalan seperti biasa dalam ba-
ngunan sekolah. Tiada bantahan
daripada ibu bapa kerana musim
peperiksaan semakin hampir, na-
mun saya menasihati pelajar ba-
nyak minum air dan menjaga
kesihatan mereka,” katanya.

Penganalisis makmal, Mazlan
Md Nor, 27, berkata beliau me-
ngurangkan aktiviti luar kerana
intensiti cahaya matahari amat
tinggi terutama pada waktu te-
ngah hari.

“Saya berusaha menyelesaikan
segala urusan pada awal pagi
atau lewat petang bagi mengelak
cuaca panas yang ekstrem ini.
Waktu malam pula akan diisi de-
ngan bersukan supaya saya kekal
sihat dan cergas,” katanya.

Di Alor Setar, pelajar sekolah
terpaksa membataskan aktiviti
mereka kerana cuaca panas me-

lampau iaitu 34 darjah Celsius
pada jam 12 tengah hari semalam
sebelum meningkat kepada 36
darjah Celsius pada jam 4 pe
tang.

merungut keletihan
Pesara kerajaan, Osman Jaafar,
63, berkata dua anaknya, Nur
Syafigah, 12, dan Nur Afigah, 8,
merungut keletihan dan hilang
selera

“Mereka perlu meneruskan
persekolahan supaya tidak ke
tinggalan dalam pelajaran. Pihak
sekolah juga disaran mengagih-
kan air mineral kepada murid
kerana bekalan sebotol air dari
rumah tidak mencukupi” kata-
nya.

Suri rumah, Norazian Abdul-
lah, 40, berkata sepanjang musim
cuaca panas ini, anaknya, Marsya
Auni Irdina Rohizam, 11, dan
Marissa Airis, 7, sering menga-
lami demam dan batuk.

“Saya akan memastikan mere-
ka minum air secukupnya, selain
makan vitamin supaya tahap ke-
sihatan mereka dalam keadaan
baik.” katanya.
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Decision on school closure today
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Murid Sekolah Kebangsaan Tengku
Bariah, Irfan Iskandar (kiri) dan
Putera Muhammad Danish Haigall
Ahmad Faizal, meletakkan beg

Penutupan sekolah di Kedah,
Perlis diputus hari ini

» Dua negeri
catat suhu
lebih 39 darjah
Celsius

Oleh Nor Fazlina
Abdul Rahim
nfazlina@bh.com.my

* Kota Bharu

ementerian Pendidy

kan akan membuat ke-

putusan hari ini sama
ada sekolah di dua negeri iaitu
Kedah dan Perlis akan ditutup
berikutan cuaca panas me-
lampau, selepas pemantauan
dilakukan selama tiga hari.

Menterinya, Datuk Seri
Mahdzir Khalid, berkata dua
negeri berkenaan kini men-
catatkan suhu lebih 39 darjah
Celsius dan keputusan akam
dibuat selepas melihat suhu
terbaharu hari ini.

“Buat masa sekarang, se
mua sekolah berjalan seperti
biasa dan tiada sebarang ak
tiviti luar bilik darjah dibe-
narkan memandangkan cuaca
panas.

“Seperti yang sava tegaskan,
kita mempunyai Jawatanku-
asa Peringkat Kebangsaan dan
kita perlu merujuk kepada
mereka,” katanya pada sidang

media selepas Majlis Profesio-
nalisme Pengetua dan Guru
Besar di Jabatan Pendidikan
Negeri Kelantan, semalam.

Akhbar semalam melapor-
kan, Jabatan Meteorologi Ma-
laysia (JMM) meramalkan su-
hu di beberapa kawasan di
Alor Setar, Kedah dan Chu
ping, Perlis dijangka terus me
ningkat berikutan fenomena
El Nino.

Ketua Pengarahnya, Datuk
Che Gayah Ismail, berkata se
takat Sabtu lalu, Alor Setar
mencatatkan bacaan suhu
39.1 darjah Celsius, manakala
Chuping 38.9 darjah Celsius

7,000 permohonan

‘guru duka lara’

Sementara itu, Mahdzir ber-
kata, kementeriannya mene-
rima 7,000 permohonan da-
ripada ‘guru duka lara’ yang
tinggal berjauhan daripada
pasangan sepanjang tahun la-
lu dengan Kelantan dan Kedah
mencatatkan permohonan
paling tinggi.

Katanya, daripada jumlah
berkenaan, lebih 2.000 permo-
honan sudah diluluskan dan
pihaknya menjangka permo-
honan terus meningkat anta-
ra 2,000 hingga 4,000 menje
lang akhir tahun ini.

“Berdasarkan rekod, seramai
20,000 guru di seluruh negara
yang berjauhan dengan pasa-
ngan mereka. Kementerian

itu secara berperingkat dan ti-
dak melupakan masalah guru
yang berjauhan dengan pasa-
ngan masing-masing.

“Kita tidak mahu guru di-
ganggu dengan bebanan ber-
jauhan dengan keluarga yang

mungkin akan menjejaskan
kualiti perkhidmatan mere
ka.

“Kita mahu yang terbaik un-
tuk semua guru supaya me-
reka juga menghasilkan per-
khidmatan terbaik untuk ne-
gara” katanya.
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Final
say with
Education
Ministry

By Vanessa Ee-Lyn Gomes
vanesa@mmail.com.my

PETALING JAYA - Any
announcement or statement over
the closure of schools because of
the heatwave should be done by the
Education Ministry after consultation
with the relevant ministries.

Natural Resources and Environment
Minister Datuk Seri Wan Junaidi
Tuanku Jaafar said Education Minister
Datuk Seri Mahdzir Khalid should
have the final say on the closure of
schools.

“As soon as Mahdzir receives
information from the special heatwave
taskforce, which is headed by me, or
from the Meteorological Department,
he will decide if he will close schools
or not,” he told Malay Mail yesterday.

Wan Junaidi was clearing the
confusion over the final authority
to order the closure of schools after
Mahdzir and Science, Technology and
Innovation Minister Datuk Seri Madius
Tangau released conflicting statements
on the matter.

On Saturday, Madius had
recommended that schools in Alor
Star and Chuping remain closed, but
Mahdzir said otherwise.

Madius also said the final say was
with Mahdzir, but Mahdzir said it was
at the discretion of the taskforce.

Wan Junaidi said Madius should
have spoken solely on the findings of
the Meteorological Department.

“He should have referred the matter
to Mahdzir after explaining the
heatwave in Chuping and Alor Star,”
he said.

He used the statements released
during the haze last year by his
ministry as an example.

“During the haze, I never told the
press that I would ask another minister
to close schools,” he said.

“I would call the minister or drop
him a text message or WhatsApp
message, so that part never got to the
press.”

He also said the taskforce was still
new and adjusting to its job.
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KUALA LUMPUR: Alor Star recorded
the highest temperature yesterday
when the mercury hit 39°C, with an
average temperature of 35°C record-
ed in Perlis, Penang, Kedah, Sabah
a:;dcer_:l:alnpartsofSamwak. .

toldthseNmStmitsThnesymterday
that the abnormal heatwave expe-
rienced in these areas could be at-
tributed to the presence of strong El
Nino coupled with the ending of the
northeast monsoon. ;

“Although El Nino is at a strong
level, it is weakening, as it started
forming in February last year and
reached its peak last month. .

“However, as the northeast mon-
soon is drawing to an end, the hot
weather intensifies.”

Che Gayah said the equinox pl:.e-
mmenonwasnntmemmnwuseof
the heatwave.

’Weexperiencetwueqmnoxphe—
nomena every yearand it isa natural
event. It is not the primary cause of
the intensely hot weather.”

Shesa:dtheheatwavewasexpect

mrmalweathetexpected after
~ June.

Che Gayah said the El Nino this
year was comparable with the one in
1997/1998. 5

“A few of our stations recorded the
maximum temperature of 401°C in
Chuping,Perlis,ODApﬁl9,1998.'

She said it resulted in the worst
transboundary haze that year,
which affected Malaysia, Singapore
and Brunei.

Che Gayah said the !eoem haze

heremlocalandnotnansbound.

"I‘heWmdsarepmvennngthe In-
donesian haze from getting here.
Exhaust fumes from vehicles and
factoriesinbigmties,mmhasl(uala
Lumpur, can result in smog if it
doesntralnforafewdays.

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia's
climatology and physical oceanog-
raphy expert Professor Fredolin
TangansaiQSabahswnedtobeex-
periencing the worst dry spell.

“The authorities need to help the
people living in the interior, where

edmlastunmmmdhofmem'
with

and river or the gravity flow water :
system. It is shocking to “discover
that they are suffering from water -
shortage. The rivers are almost dry
and their crops are affected. |

“What we are experiencing in
Sabah and northern Sarawak is sim-
ilar to what we faced in early 1998. °
Thesituation in Sabah is expected to '
continue for another two months.”

Natural Resources and Environ-
ment Minister Datuk Seri Dr Wan
Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar said the Na-
tional Heatwave Committee would
conduct its first meetingtoday.

“It will discuss school closure, |
emergency declaration if the tem- |
peraturereachesacettalnpomtand |
steps that should be taken if an area |
isaffected by the heatwave. l

“The details will be worked out
tomorrow (Monday),” he told the
NST.

Wan Junaidi said data revealed
that the peninsula recorded an av-
erage temperature of 35°C, with
some areas in Perlis, Penang and |
Kedah recording up to 39°C.
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Angkasa bimbang aktiviti pencerapan dan bidang astronomi negara terjejas

Pencemaran caha a kian serius

Angkasa Negara (Ang-
kasa) sedang mengkaji
untuk mencadangkan kerajaan
mewujudkan Akta Pencemaran
Cahaya bagi mengawal pence-
maran cahaya agar tidak men-
jejaskan bidang
astronomi  ne
gara
Ketua Pen
Pt 8 garahnya, Dr

KUALA LUMPUR - Agensi

-l Noordin Ahmad

v berkata, pence-

4 ‘ maran cahaya
NOORDIN

di negara ini me-
masuki tahap serius dan perlu
ditangani segera.

“Aktiviti pencerapan di Pla-
netarium Negara di sini kini tu-
rut terjejas ekoran pencemaran
cahaya yang melampau di Kuala
Lumpur.

“Kesannya ketara terutama
kepada ahli astronomi apabila
balai cerap di Planetarium Ne-
gara tidak boleh berfungsi sepe
nuhnya menyebabkan kami ter
paksa membina satu lagi balai

MASALAH pencemaran

cerap di Pulau Langkawi, Kedah
pada tahun 2006 bagi meng:
masalah pencemaran cah:
katanya kepada Bernama selepas
menghadiri tayangan perdana
filem To Space and Back dan

cahaya berpunca
dari bangunan- hangandlKualaLunwheiah
pencerapan di Planetarium Negara terjejas. - Glfrlblfhla!aﬂ

sambutan Farth Hour di Plan
etarium Negara di sini semalam.

Noordin berkata, pada masa
ini Angkasa sedang menyedia
kan garis panduan berhubung
pencemaran cahaya dengan ker-

&

* - —

BANGUNAN Planetarium Negara di Jalan Perdana, Tasik Perdana. Kuala
Lumpur.

jasama beberapa pihak berkua-
sa l('l’]][l.‘ll.'lzl

“Kita memang memerlukan
akta tersebut dan Angkasa se-
dang bekerjasama dengan Ma-
jlis Perbandaran Ampang Jaya

(MPAJ), Dewan Bandaraya Kua
la Lumpur (DBKL) dan Jabatan
Kerja Raya (JKR) kerana lampu
bangunan dan lampu jalan di
bawah selinan agensi
naan,” katanya.

berke
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